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Between 2001 and 2003, a comprehensive plan was developed  
for the entire 88 miles of river and major tributaries in the greater  
Fort Worth area. Known as the Trinity River Vision Plan, this  
planning process was sponsored by the Tarrant Regional Water 
District and the Streams and Valleys Committee, in association with 
the City of Fort Worth, Tarrant County, and the US Army Corps of  
Engineers. The planning process involved extensive collaboration 
with numerous stakeholders throughout the city. In October 2003, 
the Trinity River Vision Plan was adopted by the City of Fort Worth 
and is now included in the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 

One important segment of the Trinity River Vision Plan is the  
“Central City Segment”, now called Trinity Uptown. Due to  
its unique engineering and urban development implications, a  
more thorough study of this area has been carried out over  
the past year. This report is designed to summarize the findings 
and recommendations of this work.

Central to the Trinity Uptown Plan is a bypass channel to carry 
flood waters around an 800 acre area immediately north of  
downtown Fort Worth. The Trinity Uptown Plan proposes  
an urban lake, with a publicly accessible waterfront and a mix  
of urban land uses. These exciting components will focus attention 
back to the central city and encourage citizens to live, work,  
play and learn in this urban setting. The area has the potential to 
attract over 10,000 households and an additional 3,000,000 sq ft 
of commercial, educational, office, and civic spaces. In today’s  
dollars, this would add well over $2.1 billion dollars to the local 
property tax base over a 50 year build-out period. Parks, schools, 
transportation improvements, environmental restoration, water 
quality management and other civic amenities are also included  
in the plan. 

The Trinity Uptown Plan includes over 12 miles of public waterfront 
and associated trail systems. To create this waterfront, the Trinity 
River will be impounded by a hydraulically controlled dam to be  
located just downstream from Marine Creek. The resulting constant 
water elevation will allow for boating between the Stockyards area 
(Marine Creek) and Downtown. 

The scope of the Trinity Uptown Plan includes all elements of  
urban redevelopment, including environmental restoration, land-use  
plans, transportation planning, urban design guidelines, water 
quality initiatives, engineering requirements, and recommendations 
for parks, schools, and other community facilities.
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Generally, the more detailed study area is bound on the north  
by Northside Drive and the Oakwood Cemetery property, to  
the west by the Fort Worth and Western Railroad and Henderson 
Street corridors, to the east by Samuels Avenue and to the  
south by Belknap Street. In addition, the adjoining districts and 
neighborhoods were all evaluated as the context for Trinity  
Uptown. An important goal of Trinity Uptown is to complement 
and link all of the adjoining districts and neighborhoods, such  
as the Near Northside neighborhoods, the Stockyards District,  
Oakwood Cemetery, Samuels Avenue Neighborhood, Downtown, 
and the Cultural District.

generalized Trinity Uptown 
study area




